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Part| Executive Summary

This section, Chapter 1, introduces the Community Plan, and provides a summary of what follows,
including Part Il Natural Environment, Part Ill Built Environment, Part IV Land Use, and the Appendices.

Part Il Natural Environment

The Natural Environment sets the context for development in Archuleta County, and each of our distinct
local communities.

Chapter 2 Natural Resources and Hazards discusses the scenic beauty, abundant wildlife, unique
habitat, and free-flowing rivers that attract so many residents to our corner of Southwest Colorado.
Conservation lands are important to the county’s quality of life and identity, and protect the sources of
Colorado’s water. Yet natural resources, such as geothermal energy, oil and gas, and aggregate minerals
are essential to our local economy and infrastructure. Archuleta County is also home to endangered and
threatened species and their habitat, in particular the Pagosa skyrocket listed in 2011. Multiple natural
and man-made hazards challenge us in our high-mountain location, with flooding a particular concern
for development.

Natural Resources and Hazards Goal: The scenic beauty of Archuleta County remains intact. The
dramatic mountain backdrop with vistas of agricultural buildings, ranches, and open space in the
foreground is preserved. The air is clean, rivers run free and clear, and wildlife populations remain
healthy through preservation of habitat and migration corridors on public as well as private land.

Policy 2.1 — Development and Planning processes will consider preservation of wildlife habitat
to minimize the possibility of plant and animal species becoming endangered or extinct.

Policy 2.2 — New development avoids, minimizes or mitigates damage and disruption to wildlife
and unique biological features, wildlife habitat and other environmentally sensitive
areas.

Policy 2.3 — Water conservation should be used in new residential and commercial
development.

Policy 2.4 — New development is encouraged to use landscaping practices that conserve water
and enhance the appearance of the built environment.

Policy 2.5 — New construction and major renovation projects should use energy conservation
measures.

Policy 2.6 — Local government should encourage the use of alternative renewable energy
sources, such as active and passive solar energy, geothermal, wind, water, etc.

Policy 2.7 — Locate new oil and gas wells and gravel pits to minimize visual and environmental
impacts. Require site reclamation and site mitigation.

Policy 2.8 — Property owners should control noxious weeds, as defined by State and County law,
under penalty of a fine.
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Policy 2.9 — Mitigate natural and man-made hazards to reduce risk.

Chapter 3 Community Character provides insight into the intersection of the place and the people who
live here. Ancestral Puebloans made their homes at Chimney Rock National Monument, within the
Southern Ute Indian Tribe (SUIT) Reservation. Spanish, Mexican, and American explorers and miners,
ranchers and settlers made their home here, and their descendants still do today. Tourists and new
residents are attracted to the area by the scenic beauty and small town atmosphere. Typical “cookie-
cutter” development doesn’t necessarily fit.

Community Character Goal: The small town atmosphere, rural character, agricultural and ranching
heritage, mix of cultures, and diversity of life styles is preserved.

Community Character Goal: Developed areas are well designed and architecturally compatible with
community character, cultural heritage, and the natural environment. Quiet prevails with a minimum of
loud or offensive noise.

Policy 3.1 — Historic buildings and historic districts should be preserved.

Policy 3.2 - New development is architecturally compatible with community character and
heritage.

Policy 3.3 — Commercial, residential, industrial, and governmental development minimizes the
effect of night lighting on neighboring properties, public rights-of-way, and the night
sky.

Policy 3.4 — Signage associated with all new development is appropriately designed and located.

Policy 3.5 — New development is designed so that it is visually compatible with community
character and the natural environment.

Policy 3.6 — Loud and offensive noise is discouraged.

Policy 3.7 — Preservation of farm and ranch land is a high priority; maintain and promote a
sustainable and viable agricultural and ranching community.

Part lll Built Environment

The Built Environment describes what we have built in Archuleta County, what we do, where we live and
the infrastructure to support our communities.

Chapter 4 Economic Development and Housing discusses how our 12,854 local residents earn a living
and where they live, and where our many second-home owners and tourists stay when they come to
visit. As the county has attracted more active retirees, the Median Age has risen to 50.1 years,
compared to the Colorado median age of 36.9. About half of local jobs are self-employment, in line with
economic development trends favoring entrepreneurism, and retention and expansion of local
enterprises. Affordable housing remains a challenge, as in many attractive mountain towns, as local
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wages lag behind rising rent and costs of building. Policy responses will have to consider both incentives
(carrots) and regulations (sticks).

Economic Development and Housing Goal: Tourism, recreation, and agriculture remain important parts
of an economy that has become more diverse by expanding other economic sectors, compatible with
community character and the natural environment, which provide well-paying jobs for local residents.

Economic Development and Housing Goal: The housing stock is safe, well maintained and compatible
with community character and the natural environment with a wide price and rental range adequate to
house all income levels and age groups.

Policy 4.1 — Archuleta County provides a rich environment for entrepreneurial activity, and
retention and expansion of local business.

Policy 4.2 — Archuleta County is an attractive location for existing clean businesses and
industries.

Policy 4.3 — High-speed telecommunication access should be available for all residents of the
county.

Policy 4.4 — Archuleta County encourages construction of new affordable housing units.

Policy 4.5 — Private property owners have flexibility to add additional dwelling units that fit
neighborhood character.

Chapter 5 Transportation and Public Facilities covers the general location and extent of public roads
and multimodal transport, water and sewer service, schools, public safety, special districts, and private
utilities. Water and wastewater treatment are specific and continuing concerns. In some areas, special
districts provide water and/or sewer service, but aging infrastructure and practical access to water
sources pose a challenge to increasing density. Any new subdivisions must demonstrate adequate water
supply with sufficient quality, quantity, and dependability. Roads also limit development potential—the
County does not accept new roads for County maintenance, and any new subdivisions must maintain
their own local roads.

Transportation and Public Facilities Goal: Roads are improved and maintained to provide safe and
efficient transportation, keeping pace with the demands of increased traffic. Public transit connects
major population centers, and a network of trails provides opportunities for non-motorized travel and
recreation.

Transportation and Public Facilities Goal: Government services and facilities are adequate to serve
urban, suburban, and rural areas without excessive tax burdens for individuals, property owners, and
businesses. Quasi-public and private organizations provide a variety of cultural, recreational, medical,
communications, and other services, activities, and facilities to maintain and enhance the quality of life
in Archuleta County.

Policy 5.1 — New development will mitigate impacts of new transportation demand.

Policy 5.2 — Develop a long-range Transportation Plan.
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Policy 5.3 - Assure that the Archuleta County Airport is continually capable of serving the air
transportation needs of Archuleta County.

Policy 5.4 - Support the extension of electricity, central water and sewer service to existing
developed areas that need such services.

Policy 5.5 - Support new high-to-medium density development only with the extension of
central water and sewer service (such Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation District and the
Town of Pagosa Springs).

Policy 5.6 — Archuleta County is committed to a comprehensive waste management system.

Policy 5.7 - Maintain the necessary level of public facilities and services (including police/sheriff
patrols, fire protection, emergency medical services, health care services, schools, and
recreation facilities) to adequately serve the population.

Policy 5.8 - Archuleta County encourages the development of additional neighborhood and
community parks in developed areas.

Policy 5.9 - Domestic animals should be controlled in a manner consistent with maintaining
public health, safety, and welfare.

Policy 5.10 - Archuleta County is committed to providing an effective and efficient local
government.

Policy 5.11 - Archuleta County is committed to fostering cooperation between local, state,
federal, and tribal government entities, including, but not limited to Hinsdale, La Plata,
and Mineral Counties, the States of Colorado and New Mexico, the U.S. Forest Service,
and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe.

Part IV Land Use

The Community Plan provides the policy to support regulation of Land Use in Archuleta County, as well
as support for voluntary improvements to our communities.

Chapter 6 Growth Management builds on the foundation of our Natural Environment and Built
Environment, relating the growth scenarios developed through public meetings in 2000-2001, describing
the Future Land Use Map and Archuleta County Land Use Regulations adopted as a result of that public
process.

Growth Management Goal: Growth and development are managed to preserve and enhance the
quality of life that attracted original settlers, more recent arrivals, and tourists to Archuleta County.

Policy 6.1 — Encourage the design and location of new development to minimize the impacts on
Archuleta County’s rural and scenic character, wildlife habitat and mountain vistas.

Policy 6.2 —New development will be compatible with adjacent, existing agricultural uses in rural
areas.
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Policy 6.3 — The current Archuleta County policy, which establishes a base density of 35 acres
(the minimum lot size), will be continued in all un-platted areas without central water or
sewer services. The County promotes a policy, which may require the clustering of
development, for those developments located within wildlife habitat areas, and further,
the County provides incentives (such as density bonuses and smaller lots sizes) to
encourage such clustering. Lots larger than 35 acres may be required in certain
locations, when clustering is not proposed.

Policy 6.4 — Encourage development on existing platted lots and discourage subdividing large
parcels.

Policy 6.5 — Encourage consolidation of small, unbuildable, or marginally buildable lots and
tracts in areas without urban services.

Policy 6.6 — Locate new commercial development in designated areas to minimize commercial
strip development.

Policy 6.7 — Regularly review effectiveness and efficiency of the Land Use Regulations.

Policy 6.8 — Where it can be calculated that the cost of providing public facilities and services to
new development exceeds the amount the development contributes in taxes for such
facilities and services, collect impact fees to make up the difference.

Policy 6.9 — The County should take an active role in conserving open lands, while continuing to
cooperate with organizations that pursue acquisition or donation of conservation
easements/ development rights.

Chapter 7 Implementation sets out Next Steps—short-term actions for the next five years, and longer-
term actions to bring the plan to life. In addition to the usual development review and code evaluation
process, certain initiatives have been identified for Planning Commission and Staff attention.

Implementation Goals:

Review, Update & Clarify Land Use Regulations
Implement Hazard Mitigation Plan

Improve Broadband Access

Conserve Agricultural & Open Lands

Conserve Wildlife Habitat (Animal & Plant)
Economic Development & Affordable Housing

O A WN =

This plan is a living document, not intended to sit on a shelf. The last chapter also outlines a process for
Minor Amendments of the plan in conjunction with development review.
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Appendices

The Appendices provide useful descriptive data and information for reference to provide context for the
Goals, Policies and Action Items in the Community Plan.

Appendix A. Community Profile provides demographic and socio-economic statistics for Archuleta
County and the Town of Pagosa Springs from federal, state and local sources. Since these statistics
change constantly, this appendix is intended to facilitate regular updates without having to re-write and
re-format the entire plan.

Appendix B. Planning Process, Definitions and Terms documents the original planning process for the
Archuleta County Community Plan of 2001, and the review process for subsequent updates including
this revision in 2016-2017. Appendix B also defines certain development terms used in the plan for easy
reference.
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e Wilderness — The 158,700 acres South San Juan Wilderness Area was set aside within the
National Forest in 1980 at the headwaters of the San Juan and Blanco rivers. The 500,000 acre
Weminuche Wilderness, the largest in Colorado, spans the Continental Divide just north of the
county line, with primary access through Pagosa Springs.

¢ Bureau of Land Management — BLM manages approximately 9,800 acres in Archuleta County.

e Bureau of Reclamation/Colorado State Parks — Navajo Lake State Park. This 15,000 surface-
acre reservoir, with 150 miles of shoreline, extends for 35 miles south into the State of New
Mexico. Navajo State Park is located in the southwest corner of Archuleta County at Arboles.

e State Natural Area — This 77-acre parcel on Highway 84 south of the Fairgrounds is prime
habitat for the Federally-endangered Pagosa skyrocket plant. The Colorado Department of
Natural Resources is developing a management plan for the parcel.

¢ Conservation Easements — Approximately 40,850 acres in conservation easements have been
set aside to permanently protect private lands from development as of 2015.

¢ Reservoir Hill & San Juan River — The Town of Pagosa Springs manages key parks and open
space lands.

e Pagosa Lakes Property Owners Association / Wyndham Resorts Open Space — The original
developers dedicated open space by subdivision plat across the Pagosa Lakes area.

¢ Cloman Park — Archuleta County’s 120-acre passive recreation area at the end of Cloman Blvd,
near Steven’s Field airport.

The Tracks Across Borders Byway (TABB) was designated by the Colorado Department of Transportation
in 2015 as an official scenic and historic byway. The byway follows the historic route of the Denver &
Rio Grande narrow gauge railroad, from Durango thru Ignacio and Arboles, down County Road 500 and
551 to New Mexico. They byway also features a hard-surfaced spur up Hwy 151 to Chimney Rock
National Monument.

Many areas of community importance are not currently protected from development pressure.
Overwhelming support for the protection of agricultural activity, scenic areas and wildlife habitat has
been demonstrated during the County planning process. Some of these unprotected areas include:

¢ Major Rivers - Wildlife species depend on riparian areas for survival. Recreation along rivers is
increasing each year. Major rivers where protection may be needed include the San Juan,
Blanco, Navajo, Piedra, and their tributaries.

¢ Wildlife Areas - If wildlife populations are to remain healthy, areas that are important to wildlife
for winter range, calving, migration, and nesting need to be preserved.

¢ Unique Habitats and Biological Features — Focused management will be necessary to ensure
the long-term conservation of unique species, their habitat, and biological features.

Concerns with climate change—potentially human-induced or natural cycles—highlight the fragility of
natural systems, especially water. The State of Colorado adopted Colorado’s Water Plan in 2015.
Colorado's Water Plan is a document based on interstate compacts, Colorado water law, and local
control, and contains conservation goals, actionable items, and ideas for managing water problems.
Objectives address the supply-demand gap, conservation, land use, agriculture, water storage,
watershed health, and funding concerns. Chapter Six, Water Supply Management, in particular
discusses likely growth scenarios and potential strategies for water and land use planning. Water
conservation should be a consideration in every type of development proposal. One specific local action
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2.1.2.

2.1.3.

2.1.4.

2.1.5.

Work with State and Federal agencies to establish minimum protection standards, and identify
sensitive habitats, and methods of protection for incorporation in Development Review.

Implement innovative development policies and practices to ensure the protection of natural
systems, including evaluation of compatibility of various land uses with surrounding natural
systems, and the use of buffers to protect sensitive natural resources.

Recognizing the Endangered Species Act is a minimal safety net to protect species, require more
restrictive local standards where necessary to achieve protection of sensitive species.

Private landowners are encouraged to develop Habitat Conservation Plans, where endangered
and threatened species have been identified that require long-term conservation commitments
in exchange for the ability to develop land.

Policy 2.2 — New development avoids, minimizes or mitigates damage and disruption to wildlife and
unique biological features, wildlife habitat and other environmentally sensitive areas.

Action Items:

2.2.1.

2.2.2.

2.2.3.

In consultation with the Colorado Parks and Wildlife and affected landowners, update wildlife
habitat and endangered or threatened species habitat mapping.

Evaluate need for overlay districts in the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations, including the
Scenic Overlay District (SO), Watershed Overlay District (WO), and Wildlife Habitat Overlay
District (WHO); and consider adding a Sensitive Species Overlay (SSO).

Review (and revise as necessary) the standards and guidelines in the land use regulations to
protect the environment when reviewing and approving development proposals on steep
slopes, wetlands, floodplains, and sensitive and unique species habitats.

Policy 2.3 — Water conservation should be used in new residential and commercial development.

Action Items:

2.3.1. Encourage water districts to develop incentives for water conservation.

2.3.2. In cooperation, the water districts, the County and the Town should appoint a committee to
evaluate and recommend the most appropriate water conservation techniques.

2.3.3. Develop a public education program to encourage the widespread use of water conservation
measures and devices.

2.3.4 Evaluate and implement appropriate action items from Colorado’s Water Plan.
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Policy 2.4 — New development is encouraged to use landscaping practices that conserve water and
enhance the appearance of the built environment.

Action Items:

2.4.1.

2.4.2.

2.4.3.

Develop guidelines and incentives to encourage new development to be landscaped with water-
conserving plants (xeriscaping).

Develop guidelines and incentives to encourage the preservation of mature growth trees, in
commercial, industrial, and multi-family developments.

Develop guidelines and incentives to encourage the planting of native trees, in commercial,
industrial, and multi-family developments.

Policy 2.5 — New construction and major renovation projects should use energy conservation measures.

Action Item:

2.5.1.

2.5.2.

Archuleta County should work with the local power cooperative to develop incentives to
encourage energy conservation for residential and commercial customers, including the use of
alternative energy sources, such as solar power.

Archuleta County should update building codes as necessary, to require appropriate energy
conservation measures.

Policy 2.6 — Local government should encourage the use of alternative renewable energy sources, such

as active and passive solar energy, geothermal, wind, water, etc.

2.6.1.

2.6.2.

2.6.3.

2.6.4.

16

In cooperation with the local power cooperative, Archuleta County should develop and
distribute public information materials about the use of renewable energy in homes and
business structures.

To encourage the use of alternative energy sources in homes and business structures, Archuleta
County should examine the potential use of tax incentives.

Develop standards in the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations for solar power structures and
other distributed energy sources.

Review and update standards in the land use regulations for geothermal energy development.
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Policy 2.7 — Locate new oil and gas wells and gravel pits to minimize visual and environmental impacts.
Require site reclamation and site mitigation.

Action Items:

2.7.1.

2.7.2.

2.7.3

Review and update county standards and criteria for approving and locating new oil and gas
wells and gravel pits, in addition to the State Review Agency requirements and conditions of
approval.

Develop a plan establishing the long-range need for gravel in Archuleta County, an inventory of
gravel resources, and suitable locations for gravel extraction.

Continue participation in the Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission’s Local Government
Desighee (LGD) program.

Policy 2.8 — Property owners should control noxious weeds, as defined by State and County law, under
penalty of a fine.

2.8.1.

2.8.2.

Support and utilize programs to educate private property owners about noxious weeds, so that
they can be good neighbors and control noxious weeds on their property.

Encourage the use of non-toxic weed control methods to protect the health and safety of our
citizens and our environment.

Policy 2.9 — Mitigate natural and man-made hazards to reduce risk.

Action Items:

2.9.1.

2.9.2

2.9.3

2.9.4

2.9.5

Map comprehensive hazards for development and hazard aversion.
Assess the feasibility of adopting the most current international building code standards.
Support community wildland fire protection plan development.

Continue to implement sound floodplain management practices through participation in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Review and revise Floodplain Regulations in the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations.
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Goals, Policies and Action Items

Goal: The small town atmosphere, rural character, agricultural and ranching heritage, mix of cultures,
and diversity of life styles is preserved.

Goal: Developed areas are well designed and architecturally compatible with community character,
cultural heritage, and the natural environment. Quiet prevails with a minimum of loud or offensive
noise.

Policy 3.1 — Historic buildings and historic districts should be preserved.
Action Items:

3.1.1. Conduct a study to designate places and structures with historic character as historic places
and/or districts.

3.1.2. Develop incentives to encourage restoration of historic buildings and establishment of historic
districts.

3.1.3. Develop architectural guidelines to preserve facades of historic buildings.

Policy 3.2 - New development is architecturally compatible with community character and heritage.

3.2.1. Review and update architectural guidelines in the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations to
encourage new commercial development to be compatible with community character and
heritage (excluding agricultural buildings).

Policy 3.3 — Commercial, residential, industrial, and governmental development minimizes the effect of
night lighting on neighboring properties, public rights-of-way, and the night sky.

Action Items:

3.3.1. Review and update land use standards and criteria to ensure that all new development minimize
the effect of night lighting on neighboring properties and public rights-of-way.

Policy 3.4 — Signage associated with all new development is appropriately designed and located.
Action Items:

3.4.1 Review and update sign code standards for the design, size, number and location of permanent
and temporary signs, in compliance with Second Amendment protections.

3.4.2 Continue to prohibit new billboards (off-site advertising), and support the removal of all existing
billboards (acknowledging that local government may have to pay compensation for removal).
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Policy 3.5 — New development is designed so that it is visually compatible with community character
and the natural environment.

Action Items:

351

3.5.2

3.53

354

3.55

356

Develop guidelines, educational materials and incentives, which encourage the construction of
buildings that are compatible with the area and the natural environment.

Review and update environmental and infrastructure standards for all new development.

Review and update site development standards, including architectural, site planning, and
landscape design standards, for all new industrial, commercial, and multi-family residential
development.

Develop design standards to minimize the occurrence of repetitive, concentrated residential
development.

Develop specific setback requirements and standards for commercial development along Put
Hill, to preserve open space and to create a visual buffer between the Pagosa Lakes area and the
Town of Pagosa Springs.

Encourage use of private covenants, created by the individual developer, in new subdivisions.
These covenants shall be for residential developments to protect features such as unique
environmental resources, wildlife habitats, and architectural design.

Policy 3.6 — Loud and offensive noise is discouraged.

Action Items:

3.6.1.

3.6.2.

3.6.3.

Review and update noise standards for sounds commonly deemed offensive; such as loud
music, generators, barking dogs, loud vehicles, discharge of firearms, and jake brakes on trucks
(in specific areas).

Review effectiveness and enforcement of the County Noise Ordinance.

Develop standards for loud uses such as firing ranges and race tracks.
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Policy 3.7 — Preservation of farm and ranch land is a high priority; maintain and promote a sustainable
and viable agricultural and ranching community.

Action Items:

3.7.1. Adopt a county right-to-farm policy, which would recognize and strengthen Colorado’s existing
right-to-farm State law.

3.7.2. Recognizing the need for flexibility to construct and locate farm-related structures, continue to
exempt agricultural structures from local building and land use regulations.

3.7.3.  Work with landowners and public land agencies (such as the Forest Service and the Bureau of
Land Management) to trade portions of private lands that are unusable for agricultural
operations, for adjacent public lands that are better suited to agricultural or ranching
operations.

3.7.4. Develop standards in the land use regulations for on-farm agricultural processing, events and
activities.
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Policy 4.2 — Archuleta County is an attractive location for existing clean businesses and industries.
Action Items:

4.2.1. Develop incentives to attract new, and expand existing clean businesses and industries and
discourage new heavy industry from locating in the county.

4.2.2. Require an economic impact study and a needs analysis prior to approving new large
commercial development.

Policy 4.3 — High-speed telecommunication access should be available for all residents of the county.
Action Items:
4.3.1. Support the Region 9 Economic Development broadband planning efforts.

4.3.2. Develop a county-wide “technology plan”, which would include the evaluation of network
requirements, technological alternatives, feasibility and risk management (engineering and
ecohomic), implementation strategies, etc.

4.3.3. Develop a comprehensive strategy to promote the future availability of high-speed
telecommunication capabilities.

4.3.4. Review and revise regulations for wireless facilities (including cell towers) for compliance with
current FCC regulations and industry best practices.

Policy 4.4 — Archuleta County encourages construction of new affordable housing units.
Action Items:
4.4.1. Develop incentives for developers to encourage them to build affordable housing units.

4.4.2. Develop incentives to encourage integration of affordable housing within market rate
developments.

4.4.3. Recognizing that manufactured homes are affordable housing units, review current standards
for design, landscaping, and screening new and existing manufactured home parks.

4.4.4. Encourage infill development where infrastructure (paved roads, water and sewer) is available.

4.4.5. Review provisions for Short-term Rentals (Lodging Units) to assure Long-term Rentals are not
being negatively impacted.

Archuleta County Community Plan 2017 29



Policy 4.5 — Private property owners have flexibility to add additional dwelling units that fit
neighborhood character.

Action Items:

4.5.1. Continue to allow a 2" single family dwelling unit in residential areas, on larger lots in Low
Density and Very Low Density areas.

4.5.2. Regulate duplexes (single family-attached) the same as other single-family units.

4.5.3. Provide for Accessory Dwelling Units (attached or detached) on smaller lots in Medium and High
Density areas with infrastructure (roads, water and sewer).

4.5.4. Review Land Use Regulation provisions for group homes and congregate living situations, for
compliance with the Fair Housing Act and local character.
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main (pressurized sewer piping). All wastewater produced by the PSSGID is now conveyed to the Vista
treatment plant at PAWSD. Generally, the PSSGID sewer flows are approximately 325,000 gallons per
day at present and the capacity of the pumping system is approximately 1,000,000 gallons per day.
These figures indicate an annual average as flows fluctuate greatly during the year. Essentially, the
District is at approximately one-third of its rated capacity, with that capacity reserved for vacant
properties within its boundaries.

PAWSD treats wastewater at its Vista Wastewater Treatment Plant located on the District’s main
campus off of Lake Forest Blvd. The treatment plant is permitted through the Colorado Division of
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) for a hydraulic operational flow of just under 4 MGD and a
pollutant load of under 4,000 Ibs. Currently PAWSD has 3,180 water service connections within the
current District boundaries. There are 2,215 undeveloped properties within the District boundaries that
PAWSD has commitments to serve as they are developed.

PAWSD treats an average of 1.30 MGD of wastewater with approximately 0.125 MDG coming from the
Town of Pagosa Springs. The influent flow fluctuates significantly during spring due to sewer line
infiltration with total flows reaching a peak of 4 MGD with approximately 0.7 MGD generated from the
town. The pollutant load is approximately 2,700 Ibs per day and stays relatively constant. We estimate
an additional 2,000 Ibs per day of pollutant load if all available lots are developed at current density.
Both the Town of Pagosa Springs and the District are working to reduce the infiltration peaks in the
wastewater hydraulic flow. Once controlled, the influent pollutant loading will limit PAWSD’s ability to
serve the community and will require plant expansion.

San Juan River Village Metro District provides sewer service in the same area as water service, and is
permitted to treat up to 60,000 gallons per day of sewage, which would require an investment to
upgrade the treatment system. Their ponds are located along US Hwy 160 at the south end of the
subdivision.

San Juan Basin Public Health Department covers La Plata and Archuleta counties. The SJBH
Environmental Health division provides programs in air quality, septic systems, stormwater, and insect
and animal borne diseases (among other services) from their main office in Durango. The
Environmental Health Division reviews septic site evaluations and issues On-site Wastewater Treatment
Systems (OWTS) for non-commercial development. SIBH adopted updated OWTS regulations in 2014,
with an update in 2017 following revisions in State of Colorado regulations, including requirements for
new OWTS installations to be designed by a professional engineer.
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Goals, Policies and Action Items

Goal: Roads are improved and maintained to provide safe and efficient transportation, keeping pace
with the demands of increased traffic. Public transit connects major population centers, and a network
of trails provides opportunities for non-motorized travel and recreation.

Goal: Government services and facilities are adequate to serve urban, suburban, and rural areas
without excessive tax burdens for individuals, property owners, and businesses. Quasi-public and
private organizations provide a variety of cultural, recreational, medical, communications, and other
services, activities, and facilities to maintain and enhance the quality of life in Archuleta County.

Policy 5.1 — New development will mitigate impacts of new transportation demand.
Action Items:

5.1.1. Maintain existing county regulations that require new subdivision roads to be built to county
standards before lot sales are allowed.

5.1.2. Require a long-range plan for road maintenance and snow removal for each new development.

5.1.3. Encourage formation of new metro districts to maintain roads to reduce the burden on the
County and to give more responsibility to people who use local roads.

5.1.4. Encourage formation of special districts as a cooperative effort of the County and land owners
to pave and maintain existing gravel roads.

5.1.5. Conduct a study to update transportation impact fees.

Policy 5.2 — Develop a long-range Transportation Plan.
Action Items:
5.2.1. Support Public Works’ Five-Year Road Plan for maintenance and improvement.

5.2.2. Conduct a study of the existing public transit system, including whether or not the transit
system should be expanded, and identify locations for park and ride areas to meet current and
projected future needs.

5.2.3. Establish a countywide trail system that would eventually link an extensive trail network in
developed areas with existing National Forest trails.

5.2.4. Support additional local funds for trails, to increase the required match for State funds, thereby
creating more trails sooner.

5.2.5. Review and update the US 160-Pagosa Springs West Access Control Plan (2010).
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Policy 5.3 - Assure that the Archuleta County Airport is continually capable of serving the air
transportation needs of Archuleta County.

Action Items:

5.3.1. Continue to mandate the use of Avigation Easements in the Airport Influence Area and
encourage compatible land uses in areas bordering or adjacent to the Airport Influence Area.
The Airport Influence Area is generally defined as the area within one-mile from the runway, in
all directions.

Policy 5.4 - Support the extension of electricity, central water and sewer service to existing developed
areas that need such services.

Action Items:

5.4.1. Review requirement in the land use regulation to bury utilities outside Agricultural areas.

Policy 5.5 - Support new high-to-medium density development only with the extension of central water
and sewer service (such Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation District and the Town of Pagosa Springs).

Action Items:

5.5.1. Work with property owners and service providers to plan strategic extensions of service.

Policy 5.6 — Archuleta County is committed to a comprehensive waste management system.
Action Items:
5.6.1. Maintain a comprehensive, financially viable recycling program and promote it aggressively.

5.6.2. Improve the waste collection system and consider additional solid waste transfer station
locations.

5.6.3. Review “nuisance” regulations governing trash disposal and removal of unsightly items, such as
junk cars.

Policy 5.7 - Maintain the necessary level of public facilities and services (including police/sheriff patrols,
fire protection, emergency medical services, health care services, schools, and recreation facilities) to
adequately serve the population.

Action Item:

5.7.1. Conduct studies of public facilities and services to determine if they are adequate and develop
recommendations for expansion of services and facilities where they are needed, or reduction
of facilities if appropriate.
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Policy 5.8 - Archuleta County encourages the development of additional neighborhood and community
parks in developed areas.

Action Item:

5.8.1. Amend existing regulations as necessary to encourage or require the provision of new
neighborhood and community parks.

Policy 5.9 - Domestic animals should be controlled in a manner consistent with maintaining public
health, safety, and welfare.

Action Item:

5.9.1. Fund an animal control officer in the county.

Policy 5.10 - Archuleta County is committed to providing an effective and efficient local government.
Action Item:

5.10.1. Establish a commission to explore the pros and cons of changing the governmental form of
Archuleta County to home rule.

Policy 5.11 - Archuleta County is committed to fostering cooperation between local, state, federal, and
tribal government entities, including, but not limited to Hinsdale, La Plata, and Mineral Counties, the
States of Colorado and New Mexico, the U.S. Forest Service, and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe.

5.11.1. Consider an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to implement an updated Three-Mile Plan with
the Town of Pagosa Springs.
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Part IV. Land Use

Chapter 6. Growth Management

Approximately two-thirds of Archuleta County’s area is owned and managed by federal, state, and tribal
governments. The remainder of the land is privately owned, or owned by local public or non-profit
entities. The county has a large inventory of undeveloped and vacant parcels—many Improperly
Divided Parcels (IDPs) created since 1972 without required public approval—which is both an
opportunity and a challenge for future development. While new Subdivision activity went into hiatus
after the Great Recession in 2007, with the return of population growth there is increasing interest in
creating new building lots.

The 1999 Land Use Plan for the Town of Pagosa Springs and 2001 Community Plan anticipated that the
Town of Pagosa Springs (TOPS) would annex much of the residential property in the Pagosa Lakes area,
while the 2006 Pagosa Springs Comprehensive Plan and 2017 update focused more internally. The
Town has annexed much of the commercial property along US Highway 160, including the subdivision
where Wal-Mart opened in 2015; however, private homeowners have not typically requested
annexation. The result has been a stable population for the Town while the County population
continues to increase.

The County is not an urban service provider. In the Pagosa Lakes Area in particular, people don’t tend to
notice the distinction—water and sewer is provided by a special district. Fire protection is provided by
the fire district, whether in town or county jurisdiction. As neighborhoods outside the Town continue to
grow, public policy will have to address how the County will provide public services such as public safety,
road surfacing and maintenance, drainage, sidewalks and trails, wildfire mitigation, parks and open
spaces, and other quality of life amenities expected by an urban population.

Growth Scenarios

During development of the 2001 Community Plan, four alternative growth scenarios were developed as
general concepts to help Steering Committee members and the public to visualize alternative spatial
patterns that could evolve over twenty years. Committee members and the public were asked to
indicate their preferences, and workshop participants were encouraged to debate the advantages and
disadvantages of each scenario prior to indicating their preferences. The four alternative growth
scenarios were:

Continuation of Existing Growth Patterns;
Open Space Vistas;

Pagosa Hub; and
Villages.

After careful analysis of citizen input at public workshops and review of over 100 written responses, a
custom Preferred Growth Scenario was developed. This scenario is a blend of many of the elements
from the Open Space Vistas, Pagosa Hub, and Villages scenarios. The Preferred Growth Scenario
focused on a strong community desire to retain and promote Archuleta County’s cultural heritage, as
well as preserve its natural beauty. Specifically, residents valued the continued existence of the large
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ranches in the county and their associated “open space” benefits. It was recognized by many citizens,
particularly during the initial series of “visioning meetings”, that a healthy and viable agricultural
community would not only preserve our cultural heritage, but would also provide many of the natural
and scenic qualities that Archuleta County’s citizens desire. The primary challenge in this growth
scenario is to locate the appropriate balance, between the protection of individual property rights and
values, and the overall vision and goals of the community at-large.

In the Preferred Growth Scenario, local government policies and actions actively support citizens’ vision
to maintain a high quality of life in Archuleta County. Policies and actions are adopted to preserve
wildlife habitat, open space, and the rural and small town atmosphere through a combination of
incentives and requirements governing the development of private land, and an aggressive effort is
mounted to acquire open space or conservation easements. Economic opportunities are enhanced by
diversifying the economy, consistent with maintaining a high quality of life. While most residential and
commercial development is located in the Pagosa Springs/Pagosa Lakes area, village centers at Arboles,
Aspen Springs, and Chromo provide residents of outlying areas with small, nearby shopping and service
centers and additional housing choices.

The Preferred Growth Scenario includes the following elements:
Designation of the following on a Future Land Use Map:

e Wildlife habitat areas and migration routes.

e Major rivers, some of which could be included as wildlife habitat, along the Blanco, Navajo,
Piedra, and San Juan Rivers.

e General areas that could serve as future industrial parks.

e General areas that could serve as village centers.

Adoption of guidelines (incentives) and standards (requirements) governing development of private
land for, but not necessarily limited to, the following items:

e Development within wildlife habitat areas and migration routes, to mitigate disruption of
wildlife and preserve a healthy ecosystem.

e Preservation of environmental quality, including water and energy conservation, control of
gravel pits and weeds.

e Quality of the built environment, including lighting, signs, building design and landscaping,
and noise, to preserve and enhance the quality of life.

e Clustering of commercial and residential development to preserve open space and minimize
commercial strip development, urban sprawl, and rural sprawl. In rural areas, the 35-acre
tract exempted by State Statute is the default base density, but strong incentives exist to
encourage clustering, such as increasing density based on specific criteria. In wildlife areas,
special standards should apply, including clustering or lots larger than 35 acres.

e Separation of incompatible land uses.

e Provision of affordable housing.

e Development of high density residential areas within village centers and medium density
residential areas around village centers.
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Adoption of local government policies that encourage:

e Purchase of open space and conservation easements, or voluntary dedication of
conservation easements and/or development rights.

e Purchase of wildlife easements, (production areas, winter concentration areas and
migration corridors).

e Continuation of farming and ranching operations.

e Preservation of historic buildings and districts.

e Expanding economic opportunities by attracting clean, light industries.

e Efficient use of water resources, including central water and sewer systems.

e Effective waste management and recycling.

e Efficient delivery of public safety services

e Provision of parks, trails, and recreation facilities.

e Efficient, safe road network, and a modest, well-run public transit system.

The 2001 Preferred Growth Scenario provided a policy basis for the comprehensive revision of the
Archuleta County Land Use Regulations and adoption of countywide zoning in 2006.

Existing Land Use Map

The 2001 plan used existing land use as the basis to develop a future land use map. At that time, there
were approximately 10,000 undeveloped and vacant parcels of land in the Archuleta County Assessor’s
records, of which 9,328 were under 35 acres in size. Updated analysis of the Assessor’s records of by
Archuleta County GIS Department found only 6,761 parcels as of September 2017. This analysis
included public and private parcels. (See Figure 6-1 Land Use by Parcel and by Area.) While the largest
number of parcels are in Residential use, Exempt (public and non-profit) land comprises the largest
single category by acreage, followed by Agricultural land (in single use and in combination with
Commercial and Residential use). Maps follow at the end of this chapter.

Future Land Use Map

A Future Land Use Map was developed for the 2001 Community Plan. This map was intended to guide
Archuleta County and the Town of Pagosa Springs in decision making about the use, location and density
of land uses that may be proposed in the future. The map, policies, and action items also provided a
basis for developing regulations, incentives, and procedures necessary to implement the land use and
growth management provisions of the Community Plan.

Very Low Density Residential Land Use Area: This land use area includes most of the rural land within
the county that is in private ownership. The base density is 35 acres per dwelling unit, with incentives
for clustering. Although some parcels within this district are smaller than 35 acres, tract consolidations
are encouraged to help preserve the open character. However, residential buildings would be allowed
on these smaller parcels if nothing more than a building permit were required.
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Incentives for clustering will allow a higher average density, if dwellings are clustered on smaller lots,
thereby preserving more open space. In areas of special consideration, such as wildlife habitat, it may
be appropriate based upon the review and analysis of individual site characteristics, to require clustering
or lots larger than 35 acres.

Low Density Residential: Residential densities in this land use area range from five to 35 acres. Land
within this district is typically located outside of a central water and/or sewer utility. Larger parcels in
the Pagosa Lakes area north of US 160, parcels in the area south of US 160 accessed by South Pagosa
Blvd., and subdivisions southeast of Pagosa Springs accessed by Highway 84 are included in this district.

Medium Density Residential: Residential densities in this land use area range from two to five acres.
This district includes the Aspen Springs area, parcels in the Pagosa Lakes area south of Hatcher Lake, and
parcels in the area generally south of US 160 accessed by South Pagosa Blvd. Although smaller parcels
exist in these areas, the consolidation of tracts and lots less than two acres is encouraged where central
water and sewer do not exist.

High Density Residential: Residential densities in this land use area should be sufficient for multi-family
and mixed use development with infrastructure available or provided by development and density
moderated by buffers and open space. This area includes areas adjacent to the Town of Pagosa Springs,
most of Pagosa Lakes, and the San Juan River Resort Metro District (northeast of Pagosa Springs). Itis
the intent of the Community Plan to concentrate new development in this density range in the Pagosa
Hub area, with small pockets of high density housing at future village centers with appropriate
infrastructure.

Commercial: National economic trends are posing a challenge for commercial real estate and finance.
Four areas of concentrated commercial development are designated across the Town and County
jurisdictions—Downtown Pagosa Springs, the junction of U.S. 160 and Highway 84, the junction of U.S.
160 and Piedra Road/Country Road 600; and the existing commercial area at Pagosa Lakes (centered at
the junction of U.S. 160 and Pagosa Blvd.).

The 1999 Town of Pagosa Springs land use plan related that, regarding development along U.S. 160
west, “virtually all of those interviewed supported preserving existing open space along U.S. 160 as a
way to maintain the character of the community.” The TOPS 2006 Land Use Plan Update further stated
“the open and wooded character along the U.S. Highway should be preserved. Future development
should be set back into the wooded area to preserve the scenic visual character of the major access
roads”. The 2017 update, however, encourages greater density with infill development where
infrastructure is available. The majority of the lands fronting U.S. 160, from Great West Avenue to
Pagosa Boulevard to the west, are currently located within the municipal limits of the Town of Pagosa
Springs. Access along Highway 160 is also controlled by an access management plan. It is the intent of
this plan to limit westward expansion, thereby encouraging infill of lots near or adjacent to the existing
commercial properties.

Industrial: Industrial property provides flexible sites for a variety of uses that may have impacts on their
neighbors. The 2001 Community Plan designated four areas for heavy commercial and light industrial
land uses, including Cloman Industrial Park west of the airport; the existing commercial area at the
western edge of Pagosa Lakes; an area east of the old sawmill site on Mill Creek Road near the junction
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of US 160 and Highway 84; and an area south of Pagosa Springs along Trujillo Road. When countywide
zoning was adopted, only the Cloman Industrial Park and the Strohecker Asphalt Plant on Mill Creek
Road were zoned Industrial. Both Cloman Blvd. and Mill Creek Road are over capacity as gravel roads
and are in need of improvement. While typically industrial uses would negatively affect parks and open
space, the Cloman area is an example where both can fit with proper buffers.

There is a demonstrated need for additional Industrial-zoned property in the county.

Village Centers: Village centers were designated at the unincorporated communities of Aspen Springs,
Chromo, and Arboles. The Future Land Use Map depicts the general locations with a star, indicating
general locations of small-scale commercial and service activities and nearby higher density residential
areas where and when public infrastructure can be provided—water, sewer, electricity, roads. The
intent of village centers is to provide opportunities for residents of outlying areas to obtain basic
necessities and services, without having to travel to the Pagosa Hub or out of the county. Specific plans
would be developed through the Development Review process.

Wildlife Habitat Overlay: Land depicted on the Future Land Use Map as wildlife habitat was identified
by the Colorado Division of Wildlife’s local managers to show where special site planning criteria may be
required to avoid or minimize disruption to animal habitat. Actual boundaries of such areas in any
proposed development (whether shown as such on the map or not) will need to be determined at the
time the development is proposed. These areas include winter concentration areas, calving areas,
migration corridors, and riparian areas. Such areas should receive top priority for purchase of
conservation easements. Special review procedures should include a case-by-case analysis of the
potential effect of proposed development on wildlife habitat and use of appropriate measures
applicable to specific sites as needed to mitigate adverse impacts to wildlife. Such measures include
clustering, large lots, location of buildings based on terrain, or location and design of subdivision roads.

Joint Influence Area: In 2011, the Community Plan was amended for a Joint Influence Area, as a result
of a series of joint Town and County work sessions. The “Joint Town County Planning Commission
Zoning Discussion 2010” map implements the Town’s Three-Mile Plan required by State Statutes.

The Joint Influence Area is intended as an overlay to encourage a mix of compatible uses which may
include commercial, light industrial and/or medium to high density residential. This area also includes
areas most appropriate for annexation into the Town of Pagosa Springs as it is included in the Town’s
Future Land Use Plan in their Comprehensive Plan existing at the time. Proposals in this area should
consider the Town’s zoning districts as described in their Land Use and Development Code.

The Joint Influence Area coordinates land uses between the existing Town boundary and the
unincorporated County as described in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan so that unplanned and
incompatible uses do not disrupt the quality of life existing residents enjoy. At the same time, it allows
for and anticipates commercial activity in areas identified as appropriate in which existing commercial or
potential for new commercial may best be located.

44 Archuleta County Community Plan 2017






Goals, Policies and Action Items

Goal: Growth and development are managed to preserve and enhance the quality of life that attracted
original settlers, more recent arrivals, and tourists to Archuleta County

Policy 6.1 — Encourage the design and location of new development to minimize the impacts on
Archuleta County’s rural and scenic character, wildlife habitat and mountain vistas.

Action Items:

6.1.1. Lands along major roadways should be considered for the application of special design and site
planning criteria. These areas should be evaluated on an area-by-area basis, with serious
consideration of the input from the residents of those areas, and any desired site planning or
design criteria should be customized to reflect the values of those residing in the area. The
intent of this action item is to preserve or enhance the scenic character of the foreground and
the more distant mountain vistas.

6.1.2. Lands in major roadway corridors and in critical wildlife habitat areas should receive top priority
for purchase of conservation easements and/or purchase of development rights.

6.1.3- Consider the creation of a purchase of development rights program. Examine all potential
funding sources and give serious consideration to a separate and segregated, permanent
funding source, such as a voter approved increase in the local mill levy, or impact fees. Local
funds should be used to leverage additional State and Federal dollars.

Policy 6.2 —New development will be compatible with adjacent, existing agricultural uses in rural areas.
Action Items:

6.2.1. Include compatibility with agricultural uses as a review criteria for new development in
agricultural zoning districts.

Policy 6.3 — The current Archuleta County policy, which establishes a base density of 35 acres (the
minimum lot size), will be continued in all un-platted areas without central water or sewer services. The
County promotes a policy, which may require the clustering of development, for those developments
located within wildlife habitat areas, and further, the County provides incentives (such as density
bonuses and smaller lots sizes) to encourage such clustering. Lots larger than 35 acres may be required
in certain locations, when clustering is not proposed.

Action Items:

6.3.1. Develop guidelines to encourage cluster development for new commercial and residential
subdivision development in appropriate locations, such as in wildlife habitat areas.

6.3.2 Consider the use of incentives, such as density bonuses or transfer of development rights, to
encourage voluntary clustering of development and the preservation of open space.
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6.3.3. As an alternative to 35-acre divisions of land (which according to State Statute are exempt from
county subdivision review), promote the voluntary and incentive-based “rural land use” process
(C.R.S. §30-28-401 — 30-28-404); whereby landowners can create densities of up to two units
per 35 acres, provided 2/3 of the overall site is preserved as contiguous open space.

6.3.4. Develop standards and criteria for increasing the 35-acre minimum lot size in appropriate
locations, such as in wildlife habitat areas, riparian areas, wetland areas, and floodplain areas; or
require the clustering of development.

Policy 6.4 — Encourage development on existing platted lots and discourage subdividing large parcels.
Action Items:

6.4.1. Approve high and medium density residential development only in and around the Greater
Pagosa Springs Area and the Village Centers, where infrastructure is available or will be
provided.

6.4.2. Review and amend the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations and the Official Zoning Map to
facilitate development of affordable housing.

6.4.3. Provide a process to legalize Improperly Divided Parcels created prior to adoption of the unified
Archuleta County Land Use Regulations in 2000.

Policy 6.5 — Encourage consolidation of small, unbuildable, or marginally buildable lots and tracts in
areas without urban services.

Action Items:

6.5.1. Identify specific areas where small, unbuildable, or marginally buildable lots without urban
services are located.

6.5.2. Review Archuleta County’s current procedures to streamline lot consolidations in areas without
urban services.

6.5.3. Develop incentives to encourage the consolidation of small, unbuildable or marginally buildable
lots.

Policy 6.6 — Locate new commercial development in designated areas to minimize commercial strip
development.

Action Items:

6.6.1. Review regulations designating areas suitable for commercial development and standards
governing the design of commercial buildings and sites.

6.6.2. Review regulations for recreation-oriented commercial activities, such as dude ranches,
wilderness lodging, outfitters, group camps and special events facilities.
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Policy 6.7 — Regularly review effectiveness and efficiency of the Land Use Regulations.
Action Items:

6.7.1. Review Zoning districts throughout the county to ensure that incompatible land uses are not
located in close proximity.

6.7.2. Establish standards in the land use regulations for special events and other uses with potential
impacts on neighboring property owners.

6.7.3 Review and update Planned Unit Development and other overlay districts.

Policy 6.8 — Where it can be calculated that the cost of providing public facilities and services to new
development exceeds the amount the development contributes in taxes for such facilities and services,
collect impact fees to make up the difference.

Action Items:
6.8.1. Review and update the road impact fee schedule.

6.8.2. Conduct impact fee studies for other items, such as open space and public safety services.

Policy 6.9 — The County should take an active role in conserving open lands, while continuing to
cooperate with organizations that pursue acquisition or donation of conservation easements/
development rights.

Action Items:

6.9.1. Establish an open space acquisition program (to purchase land or conservation easements) that
would aggressively pursue state, federal and private funding sources including GOCO, Land and
Water Conservation Fund, private foundations, and other sources to assist in setting aside key
open space parcels.

6.9.2. Establish a fund, paid for by local taxes; subject to voter approval, and supplemented by
state/federal funds, to acquire conservation easements/development rights on key open space
parcels.
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