
 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO 

 

 
P.O. Box 1507 / 398 Lewis Street / Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147 

Tel (970) 264-8300  
 
Mr. Matthew McCombs, State Forester 
Colorado State Forest Service 
3843 Laporte Ave. 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 
 
Re: Reservoir Hill Forest – Forest Legacy Program 
 
Dear State Forester McCombs: 
 
The Board of County Commissioners of Archuleta County is pleased to support the FY2027 Forest Legacy 
(FLP) application for the Reservoir Hill Forest (RHP) project in the Town of Pagosa Springs, the largest 
Town in our County.  FLP funding will allow the Town to achieve its longstanding goals to protect the 
Property that is the forested backdrop to the Town and its famous hot springs, to provide more recreation 
opportunities, and to support the Town and County’s local economy.    
 
Archuleta County has a history of supporting FLP projects and welcomes FLP funding at RHF.  Conserving 
RHF will allow the Town to protect the forests and open space that are essential to visiting the Town of 
Pagosa Springs and our County, including the hot springs that are near this Property. The project will also 
allow the Town to expand its adjacent Reservoir Hill Park (RHP) from 142 acres to a total of 445 acres. 
Acquiring RHF will include a graded road that will provide better access for our community to experience 
recreation at both RHP and RHF.  RHF has a 4.6-mile trail system for hiking, running, biking, and cross-
country skiing, which is currently closed to the public.  The acquisition would provide more public 
recreation opportunities on a ready trail network.   
 
RHF has important water, plant, and wildlife benefits.  Mill Creek runs through the property then to the 
nearby San Juan River that runs through Town and then eventually to the Colorado River. The property has 
documented rare USFWS Federally endangered & Globally imperiled Pagosa Skyrocket plant habitat 
known only in this 13-mi. area and residential development and could lead to extinction if not protected.  
The wildlife habitat is critical, as the property supports elk, wild turkey, black bear, mule deer, bobcat, bald 
eagle, golden eagle and other species.   
 
We support this project that will provide benefits to our county and encourage this project to receive full 
consideration for funding from the FLP.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Veronica Medina, Chair 


