Archuleta County, Colorado
Board of County Commissioners

398 Lewis Street / P. O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
970-264-8300

July 14, 2026
Pagosa Area Recreation Coalition (PARC)

Re: Letter of Support for PARC Capacity, Plan Development, and Early Wins Grant
Application

Dear CPW RPI Review Committee,

On behalf of the Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners, I am pleased to express our
support for the Pagosa Area Recreation Coalition’s (PARC) grant applications for Early Wins,
Plan Development, and Capacity Funding. As recreation continues to grow across our region,
PARC provides the collaborative leadership and administrative capacity needed to protect our
natural resources, improve recreation management, reduce wildfire risks, and strengthen
partnerships across jurisdictional boundaries.

For Archuleta County, forest health, watershed protection, and wildfire resilience are matters of
public safety and economic vitality. The broader PARC landscape—including heavily used
recreation areas such as Turkey Springs—lies within the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) and
contains critical watersheds that serve our community. While the County actively supports land
management and emergency preparedness, we do not have a dedicated department responsible
for regional recreation planning. PARC fills this critical role by coordinating projects, securing
funding, and bringing partners together around shared priorities.

Continued investment in PARC will help advance several important County objectives:

o Strengthening Forest Health and Wildfire Resilience through coordinated recreation
management, fuels reduction, and landscape-scale planning.

e Supporting Sustainable Diverse Recreation by balancing growing outdoor use with
conservation, education, and responsible stewardship.

o Leveraging Regional Partnerships by connecting Archuleta County with the Town of
Pagosa Springs, the Southern Ute Indian Tribe, the U.S. Forest Service, Colorado Parks
and Wildlife, Pagosa Lakes Property Owners Association, nonprofits, and recreation user
groups to maximize funding and project success.

¢ Building Long-Term Community Resilience through collaborative planning that
protects natural resources while supporting our outdoor economy.
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As recreation use continues to grow, collaborative management has never been more important.
PARC provides the leadership and coordination needed to turn shared challenges into shared
opportunities, ensuring recreation remains an asset to our forests, watersheds, communities, and
local economy.

The Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners strongly encourages your favorable
consideration of PARC's grant applications. We look forward to continuing our partnership with
PARC and our regional partners to build a resilient and sustainable recreation system for
southwest Colorado.

Sincerely,

Warren Brown, Chair



