Archuleta County, Colorado
Board of County Commissioners

f; 398 Lewis Street / P. O. Box 1507
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970-264-8300

July 22, 2026

Bureau of Reclamation

Funding Opportunity Number R26AS00016
Attn: NOFO Team

Denver Federal Center

Bldg. 67, Rm. 152

6th Avenue and Kipling Street

Denver, CO 80225

RE: Letter of Support for Southwest Colorado Domestic Water Drought Resilience Assessment
and Decision-Support Tool

To the NOFO Team,

The Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners offers its strong support for the proposed
development of a Southwest Colorado Domestic Water Drought Resilience Assessment and
Decision-Support Tool, led by the Southwestern Water Conservation District. As communities
across Southwest Colorado face increasing variability in water supply conditions, the need to better
understand domestic water reliability and long-term water management needs has become a
critical priority.

This project addresses a significant gap identified in our regional water planning. While municipal
providers have robust data sets, our understanding of the resilience of small systems, self-supplied
households, and hauled water users remain fragmented. We see value in a regional effort to
identify where domestic water users and systems may be most vulnerable and where technical
assistance, infrastructure planning, or funding support may be needed.

The assessment will provide a clear, evidence-based picture of our regional landscape—including
infrastructure constraints, system capacity, and drought exposure. Most importantly, this proposal
promises to move beyond mere data collection. The development of a practical decision-support
tool and a unified regional strategy will empower local leaders, water managers, and planners to
make informed, proactive decisions as they address drought and water security in their region.

We strongly endorse this project as a high-value investment in the long-term sustainability of
Southwest Colorado. We are eager to see the results of this work and look forward to how this
regional strategy will inform our future water management decisions. Thank you for considering
this worthy proposal.

Sincerely,

Warren Brown, Chairman



