
 

 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO 
 

 
P.O. Box 1507 / 398 Lewis Street / Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147 

Tel (970) 264-8300  
 
 
April 4, 2026 
 
Director Kevin Klein 
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management  
Colorado Department of Public Safety  
9195 East Mineral Avenue, Suite 200  
Centennial, CO 80112 
 
RE: Letter of Support for the 1st Street Lift Station Project 
 
Dear Director Klein: 
 
The Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners writes in support of the Town of Pagosa 
Springs' application to the Natural Disaster Mitigation Enterprise grant for the 1st Street Lift 
Station Project. 
 
The 2025 flooding on the San Juan River affected residents throughout Archuleta County — not 
only within Town limits. The sewer main that currently is mounted to the US Highway 160 Bridge 
was damaged by debris and highwaters from the flood and released untreated wastewater into the 
river that runs through the heart of our county and sustains communities far beyond it. This 
includes the Navajo water system and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe downstream. Flooding is a 
recognized hazard in the 2023 Archuleta County Hazard Mitigation Plan, and the 2025 event 
demonstrated how a single infrastructure failure can turn a flood into a public health and 
environmental emergency. 
 
The 1st Street Lift Station Project addresses this hazard at its source. This project will relocate the 
sewer main to the new 1st St. Pedestrian Bridge and the wastewater lift station conveyance out of 
the flood impact zone. It will add emergency overflow capacity at the lift station, protect the river 
our residents live along, the groundwater and drinking water supplies downstream, and the natural 
assets that support our county's economy. 
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Archuleta County and the Town of Pagosa Springs have a long history of cooperation on 
infrastructure and public safety, and the County and look forward to supporting this project 
partnership. We view this project as a benefit to the entire county and the broader San Juan River 
watershed. 
 
We urge the Division's favorable consideration of this application. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Warren Brown 
Chairman 


