Archuleta County, Colorado
Board of County Commissioners

398 Lewis Street / P. O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
970-264-8300

December 16, 2025

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
6060 Broadway
Denver, CO 80216

Re: Fishing is Fun Grant
To whom it may concern:

The Archuleta County Board of Commissioners is pleased to express its full support for the Town
of Pagosa Springs’ application for the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Fishing is Fun Grant to fund
the proposed flood relief work from the October 2025 flooding.

In October 2025, Pagosa Springs went through a 25-30 year flood that produced very high waters
that resulted in sediment deposit, severe erosion, debris deposits, and overall damage. Part of our
areas flood relief work needs to focus on the fishing ponds behind the River Center and work in
the San Juan River adjacent to that area. Although the damage is widespread, we know that these
are popular spots that anglers enjoy using and also important fish habitat in our area. These areas
have previously been awarded Fishing is Fun grants and we hope that we can utilize these funds
to help us with this portion of the enormous damage that the flooding caused.

Pagosa Springs is currently working on two other river restoration projects that are focused on
providing better habitat for aquatic species during lower flows in response to persistent drought in
our area. We realize as a community that the health of our watershed is of paramount importance.
Fishing is an important part of our area’s recreation and tourism and we understand the
significance of keeping it pristine.

The Archuleta County Board of Commissioners is highly supportive of the potential benefits of
this project. We view this grant as a critical opportunity during our flood restoration efforts and
realize the time sensitivity of completing this project. Not only for Pagosa Springs and Archuleta
County, but for the broader goal of supporting angling in our region.

Thank you for your consideration.

Veronica Medina, Chair
Archuleta County Board of Commissioners



