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December 16, 2025 
 
The Honorable Senator Cleave Simpson 
6512 County Road 12 South 
Alamosa, CO 81101  
 
Dear Senator Simpson, 
 
The Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners are writing to urge you to protect the 
funding for Colorado’s Noxious Weed Management Fund, which is critical to controlling invasive 
plants and protecting our state’s natural resources, agriculture, and communities. 
  
We understand that the state is facing significant budget challenges. However, the Noxious Weed 
Fund was already reduced by 36%, equaling $250,000 in 2025, and any additional cuts will make 
it even harder to carry out essential weed management work across Colorado. 
  
Some key points: 

• The Noxious Weed Fund supports projects that protect rangelands, wildlife habitat, 
watersheds, and recreational areas. 

• Early detection and rapid response to invasive species is far more cost-effective than trying 
to control large infestations later. 

• Untreated noxious weeds can lead to reduced crop yields, degraded habitat, increased 
wildfire risk, and higher costs for taxpayers. 

• In 2025, requests for funding exceeded $1.6 million, highlighting the high demand and 
critical need for this support. 

  
Maintaining stable funding for this program ensures that Colorado can continue to: 

• Protect native plant and wildlife communities. 
• Support local landowners, farmers, and ranchers in controlling invasive species. 
• Prevent long-term economic and ecological losses caused by unchecked noxious weeds. 

  
Please support maintaining current funding levels for the Noxious Weed Fund and oppose 
further reductions. The work funded by this program benefits all Coloradans by protecting the 
environment, economy, and public safety. 
  
Thank you for your consideration and leadership on this important issue. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 

             
Warren Brown    John Ranson   Veronica Medina 
District 1    District 2   District 3 



 


