Archuleta County, Colorado
Board of County Commaissioners

398 Lewis Street / P. O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
970-264-8300

January 27, 2026

Colorado Water Conservation Board
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718
Denver, CO 80203

Re: Water Supply Reserve Fund Grant (WSRF)
To whom it may concern:

The Archuleta Board of County Commissioners is pleased to support the Town of Pagosa
Springs’ application to the Colorado Water Conservation Board’s Water Supply Reserve Fund
(WSRF) Grant Program. This funding is vital to advancing river restoration efforts following the
significant damage caused by the October 2025 flood event.

The October 2025 flooding resulted in unusually high flows that caused extensive impacts
throughout the Pagosa Springs river corridor. In the downtown area, floodwaters damaged
streambanks, deposited sediment and debris, and compromised existing rock structures that are
critical to channel stability. Areas downstream of the 6th Street Pedestrian Bridge were
particularly affected and now require embankment stabilization to reduce lateral channel
migration, protect adjacent infrastructure, and promote long-term river resilience while
maintaining natural geomorphic processes.

In addition, the river feature commonly known as the “donut hole” behind Town Hall
experienced substantial sediment deposition during the flood. Restoration of this area through
targeted excavation will support floodplain function, improve aquatic habitat, and restore safe
and accessible recreational opportunities.

The Board of County Commissioners mission to ensure the San Juan River is pristine for our
recreation community and environmental health aligns with the Town’s commitment to restoring
the river corridor after the October 2025 flooding. We recognize the urgency of addressing
flood-related damage in a timely manner and view this project as an important component of a
broader, watershed-scale flood recovery and resilience strategy. Furthermore, healthy river
systems are essential to sustaining recreation, angling opportunities, and the local economy that
depends on them.



For these reasons, The Board of County Commissioners fully supports the Town of Pagosa
Springs’ application for WSRF funding and appreciates the opportunity to partner in efforts that
enhance river health, community resilience, and long-term environmental benefits for Pagosa
Springs, Archuleta County, and the surrounding region.

Sincerely,

Chair, Board of Courfty Cobmmissioners



